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Per usual the pace of the 

Presidentõs office keeps 

growing.  It does make for an 

interesting, exciting and 

eventful life.  We have so 

much to be thankful for, es-

pecially all of our dedicated 

and hard-working members.  

Illinois is a very large state 

with varied interests.  Our 

members represent all walks 

of life. 

The clubs are offering fan-

tastic programs.  I ever 

cease to be amazed at the 

unique ideas for club activi-

ties our members offer.  

Thanks to all of you who are 

working so hard to make 

IFRW grow.  As we all know, 

the grassroots is where it all 

starts.  Thanks to all of you 

who are working so hard. 

Since April, I have met with 

the following clubs and/or      

organizations. 

April 30 Bloomingdale Town-

ship Republican Women 

May 9 Naperville Area Re-

publican Womenõs Organiza-

tion 

May 10 Wheaton Womenõs 

Republican Club 

May 10 Du Page Federation 

of Republican Women     

evening meeting 

May 14 Scott County Repub-

lican Women ñ This is an 

Iowa Club across the        

Mississippi from Rock Island 

County 

May 18 State Illinois Central 

Committee meeting Cham-

paign 

May 22 Republican 

Womenõs Club located in 

Union County (Anna, IL) 

May 23 Rend Lake Fall 

Conference Committee 

meeting 

May 24 As Precinct Com-

mitteeman and Secretary 

Rock Island County Central 

Committee 

May 30 Met with 8-State 

Planning Committee in 

Springfield for Region 4 

NFRW Meeting 

June 9 Republican 

Women of Rock Island 

County  Club 

June 21 As Precinct Com-

mitteeman and Secretary 

Rock Island County Central 

Committee 

June 29/30  NFRW Region 

4 Meeting, Springfield, IL 

and Tour Lincoln Museum 

July 2 Roundtable 

July 11ñ14  Caravan ñ see 

article page 2 

July 15 P.M. meeting with 

Budget and Finance Com-

mittee that was appointed 

at the April IFRW Meeting 

August 3  Meeting with Par-

liamentarian 

August 16  Illinois Central 

Committee meeting, Crown 

Plaza, Springfield, IL 

August 16   11:30ñ1:30 

State Fair; 12:00 Noon Fair 

Directorõs Luncheon; 3:00ñ

6:00 Republican State Fair 

Tent; IFRW Fair from 

11:30ñ6:00 

August 25  11:00ñ2:00 Ex-

ecutive Committee Meeting, 

Springfield 

August 27  Fox Valley Repub-

lican Womenõs Organization 

September 7  òWomen of the 

Yearó Award Du Page Federa-

tion of Republican Women 

September 11 York Township 

Meeting 6:30 

Look forward to seeing you at 

the Biennial Convention Octo-

ber 12 & 13 at Rend Lake.  

Please note based on the 

membership discussion at 

the April 27 & 28 Confer-

ence, we have cut the regis-

tration fee for October 12ñ

13 meeting to $75 from $95 

that was charged in June. 
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and Lois Frels, IFRW President 



Page 2  

Illinois has been most fortunate to have a visit from the 

2006 ð 2007 National Federation of Republican Women 

President, Beverly Davis.  IFRW President, Lois Frels, and 

Beverly Davis caravanned 1,285 miles around the state of 

Illinois.  To the best of our knowledge this is the first time 

that a seated non-Illinois NFRW President has toured Illinois.  

Illinois has been fortunate to have had two NFRW Illinois 

Presidents; Mary Jo Arndt and Pat Hutar.  Mary Jo in the 

1990õs and Pat in the 1970õs. 

Chauffeur Lois Frels met Beverly Davis at the Springfield 

Airport on July 11.  They immediately started their tour by 

stopping at a reception for Rose Marie Long in Springfield.  

This was arranged by Dianne Barghouti Hardwick.  We then 

drove to Anna and spent the night at Lillian Milamõs in Jones-

boro. 

The next morning we were greeted by individuals from Re-

gion 6 and 7 for Brunch at Vicky Millerõs house.  Also present 

were Susie Tebow, 3rd Vice President IFRW, and Linda War-

ren, Secretary IFRW, as well as many, many others who will 

not be named because I donõt want to miss anyone.  Thank 

you all for coming and for all the delicious food. 

The next stop was in Salem.  Bobbi Snyder and Doris Purcell 

were responsible for organizing the lovely reception at the 

home of Kae Huddlestun in Salem.  It was a most beautiful 

home with a high glass wall overlooking the lake.  Dinner 

that evening was in Robinson at the Quail Creek Country 

Club.  The dinner was organized by the Crawford County Re-

publican Women with Marie Pappageorge, 2nd Vice President 

IFRW, as Chairman.  The night was spent at the home of 

Chris and Marie Pappageorge. 

Marie joined us as we motored to Miss Karolõs Restaurant in 

Watseka, IL, the next day where we had lunch.  Hostess 

Mary Bricker, Iroquois County Republican Womenõs Club 

President, greeted and welcomed us to Region 5. 

Afternoon refreshments were at the home of Judy Bu-

chanan, Bloomington.  Jan Hood and Judy were most gra-

cious hostesses.  Everyone was most comfortable relaxing 

on the Buchananõs sun porch.  We were also fortunate to 

be joined by Carole Liske, Kendall County President. 

Six thirty in the evening found us at the New Peoria County 

Republican Headquarters.  We were so honored to be a 

part of the headquarters opening.  Marsha Livers, IFRW 

District 3 Director, along with Carole Hornickle, Peoria 

County Republican Womenõs President, chaired these ac-

tivities for the Peoria IFRW.  Thanks to all.  IFRW needs to 

plan a meeting at the Peoria Republican Renovated home.  It 

was awesome. 

After spending the night in Peoria, Beverly and Lois drove to 

Rock Falls, IL, in Whiteside County.  President Khe Crofts and 

Region 2 Republican Women had a lovely luncheon at 

Behrenõs Flower Shed Muffins and More. 

At 2:45 on the afternoon of July 14, we arrived at the beauti-

ful Homestead Inn in Plano, IL.  The reception was most ele-

gant.  Connie Peshia, Vice President of Kendall County Re-

publican Women, served as hostess in the absence of Presi-

dent Carole Liske, who we were fortunate enough to meet on 

Friday in Bloomington.  As always, Kendall County, our larg-

est club, had a huge turnout ð standing room only.  Thanks 

to all of you who came. 

The last stop was a dinner at the Glen Oak Country Club in 

Glen Ellyn.  Thanks to organizers Gail Smith, President Du 

Page Federation of Republican Women; Barbara Murphy, Du 

Page County Republican Chairwoman; and Mary Jo Arndt, 

Illinois National Committeewoman and President Illinois Re-

publican Committeewomanõs Roundtable.  Dinner was most 

enjoyable and the setting, as always, out of this world.  We 

had traveled the state of Illinois, making stops in each of 

Illinoisõ seven regions. 

Beverly Davis expresses her thanks to all from Illinois who 

welcomed her, as does Lois Frels, IFRW President.  Also 

thanks to all who helped welcome Beverly to Illinois.  There 

are so many that IFRW says thank you to; all of you for your 

work; the delicious food; the wonderful mementoes and pic-

tures to remember this memorable experience but most of 

all we cherish the memories of the wonderful Republicans 

we met.  If it hadnõt been for the caravan, we wouldnõt have 

had the opportunity to meet all of you. 

Caravan Around Illinois 

Lois Frels, Ph.D. 
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Jessicaõs Law 

Submitted by: Lynda Filipello 

Dear IFRW Members and Friends, 

The Republican State Central Committee adopted a Resolu-

tion to fully support the passing of legislation known as Jes-

sicaõs Law on May 22, 2007. 

Two bills SB299 and SB1397 seek to enact the provisions of 

Jessica Lunsfordõs Law. 

The NFRW has made this legislation a priority and we here in 

Illinois need to get on board to tell our legislators that this 

òtough on sex predatorsó law be enacted. 

Illinois is a òyellowó state surrounded by states that have 

stronger laws.  This in fact makes us a Safe Haven for sex 

predators. 

Why should you get involved? 

Simply because, as Americans, we protect the innocent and, 

in this case, children are the most innocent among us. 

What can you do? 

DEDICATED TO PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN 
FROM SEXUAL PREDATORS THROUGH JESSICA'S 
LAW  
Many states have sexual predator laws that are simply 
not protecting our children. The National Federation of 
Republican Women would like your help in enacting 
laws that will keep our children safe. The best way to 
achieve this end is through an initiative named for Jes-
sica Marie Lunsford, who was abducted and sexually 
assaulted before being brutally murdered.  
Jessicaôs Law refers to the Jessica Lunsford Act, passed 
in Florida, which includes mandatory minimum sentenc-
ing, lifetime supervision and electronic monitoring, in-
creased registration and reporting requirements, and 
other measures.  

Contact your state legislators and bring this to their atten-

tion.  They may not even be aware of Jessicaõs Law.  Go to 

your local Republican Township meeting and present a reso-

lution supporting the enactment for the provisions of Jes-

sicaõs Law.  Take a picture and send it to your local paper.  

Send me the picture and I will include your Township in our 

growing list of supporters. 

Get on board by sending me an email at                             

Lyndafilipello@aol.com that your club supports these efforts. 

Check out the Winter NFRW       

publication, the one with Jessica 

Lunsfordõs picture and the words 

òWhat will you do to protect our 

children?ó  Read what measures 

can be taken to get our 

state out of the yellow. Lynda Filipello, State Chairman 

Andy McKenna, and Georgann 

Cole Karantonis 

Several states already have passed Jessicaôs Law or 
equivalent legislation, but many states still have a lot of 
work to do.  
 
With the support of the Jessica Marie Lunsford Founda-
tion, the NFRW has launched a comprehensive issue ad-
vocacy program which will be implemented at the state 
level by the NFRWôs state federations. The program gives 
state federations the tools to advocate for the passage of 
Jessicaôs Law or its equivalent in every state, and also 
calls for monitoring the enforcement of the legislation 
once it is passed.  

JESSICA'S LAW 

Back Row: Joann Thar, Wheaton; Joan Cruse, Wheaton; 

Donna DeWolf, Southern IL; Lois Frels, IFRW President; 

Front Row: Beverly Davis, NFRW President and Mary Jo 

Arndt, National Committeewoman 

More Caravan 

Pictures 

Beverly Davis, NFRW President; Gail 

Smith, DuPage County; Mary Jo Arndt, 

National Committeewoman; Lois Frels, 

IFRW President 

Talena Wuebbels, Upper NW IL 

RW; Beverly Davis, NFRW Presi-

dent; Lois Frels, IFRW President 


