
Message From President 
Dr. Lois Frels 

IFRW President  

Inside this issue: 

About the District Directors 2—3 

Message from  President   

continued 

3 

RNC Convention — Dr. Lois Frels 4 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Notice 

4 

Join “Illinois Women for  McCain/

Palin” 

5 

Illinois Central Committeewoman’s 

Report on RNC Convention  

by Mary Jo Arndt 

6 

Debate Schedule 7 

Editorial: Women Supporting 

Women by Dr. Lois Frels 

7 

Introductory Membership Initiative 8 

As usual, the President of the 

Illinois Federation of Republi-

can Women has been very busy 

since the last newsletter. 

In April, at the IFRW Spring 

Conference, the members voted 

instead of holding a fall confer-

ence in 2008, each club was to 

hold a local fall Candidate’s 

Day.  September 27 was chosen 

as that day.  Each club has been 

asked to prepare an event that 

features local candidates and 

highlights McCain for Presi-

dent, and now also Palin for 

Vice President.  The event is 

being coordinated with the 

“Illinois Women for McCain” 

organization, of which the 

IFRW President is a Vice Presi-

dent, as is Gloria Campos, 

President of the Illinois His-

panic Association.  The mem-

bers of IFRW wanted to stay at 

home in the fall 2008 in order 

to help the local candidates’ 

campaign and to work for their 

congressional candidates and 

the John McCain/Sarah Palin 

ticket.  Our slogan adopted for 

the year was “Republican 

Women Work, Republicans 

Win!”  This is a must. 

There will be a fall Executive 

Committee meeting and IFRW 

Board Meeting on November 

15 in Springfield.  A thank you 

goes to the Republican Central 

Committee for allowing the 

IFRW to hold their meeting at 

the Springfield Republican 

Headquarters.  All who are to 

attend have already received 

notification of the meeting.  An 

agenda will follow after the 

election.  Mark your calendars 

now. 

We want to thank all Republi-

can Women’s Clubs who held a 

Republican Candidate’s Day in 

September and the few who are 

holding a day in October.  I 

especially want to thank those 

who planned the day.  This was 

a lot of work. 

The National Federation of 

Republican Women (NFRW) 

celebrated their 70th Anniver-

sary at the Palmer House in 

Chicago on June 21.  Illinois 

has had three presidents of 

NFRW.  Present were two of 

those presidents, Mary Jo Arndt 

and Pat Hutar.  Each spoke of 

their role as President of 

NFRW.  The IFRW President, 

Lois Frels, was also recognized.  

Marie Pappageorge, 1st Vice 

President of IFRW, was also 

present at the 70th Anniversary 

celebration.  It was 70 years ago 

NFRW was organized at the 

Palmer House in Chicago.  Sev-

eral of our members helped with 

registration.  There was also a 

NFRW Region 7 workshop held 

in Burr Ridge on June 20.  This 

was also attended by the IFRW 

President and 1st Vice President.  

I want to thank IFRW members 

who also helped with registra-

tion at these two events.  This 

proved, when needed, IFRW 

members are there to meet the 

challenge. 

IFRW was very much in atten-

dance at the State Convention 

on June 6 & 7 in Decatur.  

IFRW and Illinois Women for 

McCain co-sponsored a hospi-

tality room.  Lois Frels, Presi-

dent of IFRW, was elected 

Delegate-at-Large for the RNC 

Convention in St. Paul in Sep-

tember.  The state elected dele-

gates and 10 alternates.  I am 

told there were 80 individuals 

seeking the delegate and alter-

nate delegate positions. 

The IFRW Board had their 3rd 

Executive Committee meeting for 

the year in Cobden, IL, on June 

28.  We want to thank Linda War-

ren, IFRW Secretary, for hosting 

the meeting at her home.  A won-

derful time was had by all in that 

beautiful Southern Illinois setting.  

We all brought home delicious 

Southern Illinois peaches. 

As stated in previous reports, our 

project to involve College Stu-

dents is progressing slowly but is 

moving ahead.  The Democrats 

have more college organizations 

and have infiltrated the colleges in 

mass.  Finding Republican faculty 

sponsors for College Republican 

Clubs has been a challenge.  Any-

one who knows someone who  
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About the District Directors 

Mary Jane Nelson 

District Director 

Region 2 

Mary Jane McNeal Nelson 
is District 2 Director.  I 
graduated from Illinois 
State with a BS in Home 
Economics and a teaching 
degree.  I taught a total of 
33 years.  I started teach-
ing in a East Moline grade 
school and taught 5th 
through 8th grade Home 
Economics.  I also taught 
at Orion High School and 
taught all 4 years Home 
Economics. I stayed home 
for 15 years until my four 

children all were in school 
and then went back and 
taught mainly juniors and 
seniors Home Economics 
with the most years teach-
ing Vocational Child 
Care.  I have been retired 
since 1993 and seem to 
keep busier than I would 
like.   
I was hospitality chair for 
Blackhawk Unit Retired 
Teachers for 14 years.  I 
have been on the Hampton 
Historical Society Board for 

over twenty years and 
have baked 500 to 600 
apple dumplings for their 
Apple Festival for about 20 
years.  I have been several 
officers in the Republican 
Women of Rock Island 
County including presi-
dent.  I am a board mem-
ber of Quad City  Heritage 
League and belong to sev-
eral genealogical socie-
ties.   
I am a Republican now and 
forever.   

fices in the Peoria County 

Republican Women and is 

currently an advisor to that 

group. 

In 2006, she was the recipi-

ent of the Peoria County Re-

publican Women’s Virginia 

Trager Distinguished Service 

Award. 

Marsha is employed by AT&T 

in member services. She 

lives in Trivoli, Illinois, which 

Marsha has been involved in 

Republican politics for about 

10 years. She is currently a 

Precinct Committeeman Peo-

ria County.  Additionally, she 

is presently Vice Chairman for 

the Peoria County Central 

Committee. She serves as the 

Western Regional area coor-

dinator for Dan Rutherford for 

Secretary of State. 

Marsha has held several of-

Republican Party and is 
currently on the Executive 

Advisory Board.  She is a 

member of the Illinois 
Roundtable, as well as the 

Bloomingdale Township 
Republican Women's Club. 

She is also very involved in 

her community as a Town-
ship Trustee, a Commis-

sioner for the Carol Stream 
combined Planning Board/

Zoning Board of Appeals, 

and an active member of 
the Glendale Heights Junior 

Women's Club. 

She lives in Carol Stream. 

Currently Joyce works for 
State Representative 

Franco Coladipietro as his 

District Office Manager. 

She has been a committee-

man in Bloomingdale 

Township, DuPage County, 
for the past 13 years.  She 

serves as Secretary for the 
Bloomingdale Township 

Mary was born in Craw-

ford County, Illinois, on 

the banks of the Wabash.  

She graduated from the 

University of Illinois.  She 

was a Business Education 

teacher for Watseka High 

School for 36 years. 

She is a member of Illi-

nois Connection, U of I.   

She spent two terms as 

an IFRW board member.  

She is a past Republican 

County Chairman and 

past Precinct Committee-

man. 

She is President of Iro-

quois County Republican 

Women, President of the 

Watseka Park District 

Board, and Secretary of 

Harbor House Board for 

domestic violence. 

Joyce Hundhausen 

District Director 

Region 1 

Mary Bricker 

District Co-Director 

Region 5 

Marsha Livers 

District Director 

Region 3 

No Photo  

Available 
is located in Peoria County, 

but adjacent to Fulton 

County. 

She attended Illinois Central 

Community College majoring 

in Political Science. 

For 20 of the years during 

her employment in the com-

munication field she served 

as Union Representative for 

communication workers in 

Illinois.  She has to her 

credit many volunteer com-

munity service ventures such 

as a solicitor for United Way. 



Page 3 Volume 3,Issue 2 

Susie O. Tebow is 4th Vice Presi-

dent of IFRW and Director of 

District 7, which is Southern 

Illinois. She is married with two 

daughters, one daughter-in-law, 

four grandchildren and one 

great-grandson. 

She has been involved in politics 

as long as she can remember.  

No matter what is going on in 

her life, she and her family al-

ways make time for Republicans 

and the Lord. 

She is committed to the promo-

tion of women in politics; holding 

elected and policy-making posi-

tions.  She promotes younger 

women, and all young people to 

become involved in the Republi-

can Party. She pushes our party 

toward victory in numerous Lo-

cal, State and Federal elections. 

She believes in hard work and 

being committed.  

“We must have a vision.  WE 

must turn our blue state into a 

RED state.” 

She would like to say thanks to 

all of the Jackson County Re-

publican Women and the Cen-

tral Committee for working to-

gether. All of the women in the 

state of Illinois work very, very 

hard for the Republican Party. 

Susie Tebow 

District Director 

Region 7 

About the District Directors ñ continued é  

the present Region 6 Director, a 

position she has held since 

Regional Directors were estab-

lished.   

Locally, Rose is responsible for 

starting many local Republican 

traditions, such as Mt. Vernon’s 

(Jefferson County) Sweet Corn 

and Watermelon Festival and 

the Golf Outting and making 

sure that the Republicans are 

represented in all the Fairs.   

Rose was born in Mt. Vernon, IL 

and has spent her life in that 

area.  She ran a dress shop in 

Mt. Vernon, drove a truck and 

ran a saw mill.  She was fea-

tured in the Chicago Tribune in 

the 50’s for her position as 

proprietor of the saw mill. 

She is currently Treasurer for 

State Senator John Jones.  She 

is past president of the local 

chapter of Business and Profes-

sional Women and active in 

church work.  Malcolm, a Pre-

cinct Committeeman and Rose 

are parents of five children, one 

boy and four girls. 

Rose Hirons’ other name could 

well be Mrs. Republican of Jef-

ferson County. Rose and Mal-

colm, her husband of 60 years 

in 2007, have spent a lifetime 

promoting Republican ideas, 

ideals and candidates in IFRW’s 

Region 6.   

Rose organized her first Repub-

lican Women’s Organization in 

1983 in Fairfield, a second one 

in Carmi, IL a few years later 

and the current Jefferson 

County Republican Women in 

the early 90’s.  She serves as 

Continued from Page 1 

would like to sponsor a Republican College 

group please let me know at                     

loisfrels@yahoo.com.  We do have some 

excellent clubs but we need more. 

This is the second year the IFRW is offering 

a $1,000 scholarship to an IFRW member 

who wishes to return to college to further her 

education.  We are very pleased with the 

number of excellent applications we have 

received this year.  Applications were due 

August 1 and have been reviewed by the 

committee.  They had a very hard decision to 

make.  At the writing of this, I have not re-

ceived a report from the committee, although 

they have met and made their decision. 

Lois Frels attended the Republican Day at the 

Illinois State Fair and was to attend NFRW 

meeting in St. Paul on September 1, however, 

there was a time conflict between the RNC 

meeting and NFRW on September 1.  The 

RNC meeting times were changed because of 

the hurricane.  The NFRW did pass a motion 

concerning NFRW dues for the remainder of 

the year for a new member.  It is briefly sum-

marized in this newsletter. 

I continue to travel around the state but not 

quite as often as last year; e-mails are great 

keeping me up to date on club activities.  

Cost of gas is a deterrent to traveling to visit 

clubs.  On April 28 and June 30, I attended a 

Round Table meeting in the suburbs.  I vis-

ited Republican Women of Rock Island 

County club meetings on July 8 and Septem-

ber 9.  I also attended Scott County Republi-

can Women’s meeting on July 9.  Their meet-

ings are exceptional.  It is also interesting to 

go, they do share considerable information 

we sometimes do not receive from the 

McCain headquarters because Illinois is 

looked upon as an Obama state.  It’s been a 

challenge getting literature.   

Your president attended a Budget and Fi-

nance Committee meeting on July 12, and a 

Du Page Federation of Republican Women 

meeting on July 13.  I met with Joyce Hund-

hausen on July 14 to review plans for Candi-

date’s Day and discuss future College Repub-

lican plans, etc. 

August consisted of numerous e-mails to 

members and clubs about Candidate’s Day.  

I attended a luncheon with the Peoria Re-

publican Women on August 20.  I also at-

tended the State Central Committee on the 

21st at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Springfield. 

In September, the Carroll County Republi-

can Women had a meeting and invited some 

candidates and legislators.  Food is always 

great there. 

I know there are meetings I’ve failed to 

mention.  All were enjoyed, there were just 

too many to mention all.  Wish I could, 

believe me!  Our women are doing great.  

There are so many things that need to be 

mentioned like the beautiful new headquar-

ters in Peoria and Union Counties.  Keep up 

the good work.  Let me know about your 

Candidate’s Day activities, your remaining 

2008 meeting dates, places, times and a 

copy of your newsletter.   

Get out the vote. 

Message From President ñ Continued from page 1 

Rose Hirons 

District Director 

Region 6 

mailto:loisfrels@yahoo.com
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I wish to thank all those that voted for me to be an Alternate 

Delegate to the RNC Convention when we attended the Illinois 

State Convention in June.  Elected at that time were 10 At-

Large Delegates: Governor Jim Edgar, Governor Jim Thomp-

son, Senate Minority Leader Frank Watson, House Minority 

Leader Tom Cross, Ty Falner, Bill Strong, Se Heum Hong, 

Gabriella Wyatt, Patrick Brady, and Ron Gidwitz.  Ten Alter-

nate At-Large Delegates were also elected: Terry Graunke, Lee 

Roupas, Andy Barrett, Lois Frels, Representative Skip Saviano, 

Senator Dave Leuchtefeld, Robert Schillerstrom, Randy Pol-

lard, Gloria Campos, and Leo Hermes. 

 Illinois was represented by 300 individuals and all 

from Illinois stayed in Minneapolis at the Millennium Hotel.   It 

was good to be with those you knew.  All parts of the state were 

well represented and the Illinois staff was so well organized.  I 

don’t think there was a single item they forgot.  Our every need 

was so well met.  On Sunday evening, a reception was held 

with numerous displays a model White House, model Air Force 

One, President’s wife’s dresses and lots of art, antiques and 

many memorials but most of all the numerous Republicans 

from all parts of the US we were able to meet and talk with.  

Everywhere you turned there was a volunteer to give you some 

help if needed.  Our own Kathy Thomas was a volunteer.  I’m 

sure she had some excellent experiences.   

 Oh, yes, we can’t forget the 13 and 14-year old rioters, 

a few older, but most were young.  The news media showed 

pictures of the candidates and even current U.S. officials to the 

youngsters, they could not identify the individuals.  They did 

not know Obama, McCain, or Bush, yet they were rioting.  

They threw a brick through the windshield of a van.  Upset con-

crete trash cans, etc.; however the police and other enforcement 

people did an excellent job in controlling the demonstrators.  

One felt very safe.  All transportation vehicles were screened.  

Before one could get into the convention facilities they had to 

be screened, purses searched and all vehicles and individuals 

were searched by dogs.  Security was tight.  If we think airport 

screening is something, try this. 

  I think I can safely say that most were very disap-

pointed on Monday evening when President Bush and Vice 

President Cheney were unable to speak, but as everyone agreed, 

they did exactly what they should have done.  They needed to 

be with those from the U.S. that needed help, as so many in our 

country have suffered recently from nature’s anger.  Everyone I 

RNC Convention ñ Minneapolis, Minnesota ñ September 1ñ4, 2008 

Dr. Lois Frels, IFRW President 

talked with certainly felt the same way. 

 Tuesday night Laura Bush and Cindy McCain, among 

many others, addressed the crowd.  A fund was started for those 

at wished to help those in the area affected by the hurricane.  

On Wednesday evening, Sarah Palin’s address was the high-

light.  What an address.  What a delivery.  Three times her tele-

prompter failed and she never faltered.  No one knew it.  She 

made the audience feel like they knew her, that she was one of 

us.  She enjoys what she is doing.  I walked out of that meeting 

thinking we have hope!  The combination of McCain and Palin 

can do it and will do it!!  Palin had put in her speech one thing I 

had wondered why others hadn’t.  So much time has been 

placed on the fact that we have a Republican President, but 

relatively little about having a Democratic Congress.  Who 

makes the laws? 

 Sarah Palin says it just like it is.  No smooth talk, no 

soothing over, a fact is a fact.  Listening to her you know she’s 

had a life like others – some good and some bumps just like 

everyone else. 

 On Thursday it was a special luncheon with Cindy 

McCain.  There were ten of us from Illinois right in the center 

in front of the podium.  Cindy McCain was introduced by Todd 

Palin.  He’s had considerable experience speaking before the 

crowd.  He adds to the ticket as well. 

 Thursday evening, of course, was a highlight with 

Senator McCain’s acceptance speech, then everyone on stage, 

McCain’s family and Palin’s family.  Senator McCain’s accep-

tance speech was outstanding.  About everyone spoke: Thomp-

son’s speech was outstanding, Giuliani, Romney, Huckabee, 

excellent.  It was great to see Illinois represented by Aaron 

Schock of Peoria.  No two said the same thing.  All were posi-

tive. 

 Steele said “Drill Baby Drill and Drill Now”.  The 

Governor from Hawaii was outstanding, another up and coming 

woman.  We do have a winning pair.  It all ended of course 

with balloons, at least a million and pounds and pounds of con-

fetti.  Now it’s up to all of us to see to it that the vote is out to 

the polls.  Republican Women Work, We Win! 

 I only have space to hit the highlights and wish I could 

have gotten you tapes of the convention.  It was an experience 

of a lifetime and was more than anticipated.  I wish more from 

IFRW had been there. 

Executive Committee Meeting Notice 

On Saturday, November 15, 2008, we will hold our 4th Executive Committee meeting for the year at 10:30 a.m. at      

Republican Headquarters, 328 S. Fourth Street, Springfield, IL; telephone 217-525-0011.  We will order lunch from the 

sandwich shop. “Dutch Treat” 

At 1:00 p.m., at the above address, we will have our 2nd Board Meeting for 2008.  Hopefully, this will be over by 4:00 

p.m.  Board member and club presidents are invited to the 1:00 p.m. meeting.  An agenda will follow soon after the  

election.   
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Illinois Women for McCain/Palin 
 

 
_____ YES, I would like to join the “Illinois Women for McCain/Palin” Coalition, a grassroots effort designed 

to mobilize support for our Republican Presidential nominee, Senator John McCain, by organizing women to: 

 

 [     ] Engage in the political process by volunteering for the Republican Presidential  

campaign; 

 

 [     ] Recruit family and friends to join the “Illinois Women for McCain/Palin” Coalition; 

 

 [     ] Recruit ten other women to join “Illinois Women for McCain/Palin”; 

 

 [     ]  Develop my own Women for McCain/Palin “electronic precinct” list from my  

personal address book and point the way to the McCain/Palin website: www.johnmccain.com; 

 

 [     ] I am an elected public or party official with the following title AND/OR I belong to  

the following organizations where I could distribute information: _____________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please fill out and return to: Mary Jo Arndt, Chairman, Illinois Women for McCain, 35 S. Stewart, 

Lombard, IL 60148 or fax to 630-627-6325 or e-mail to maryjoarndt@att.net  or Dr. Lois Frels,  

Vice Chairman, 25329 1st Avenue North, Hillsdale, IL 61257 or fax 309-658-2463 or e-mail                  

loisfrels@yahoo.com, or Gloria Campos, Vice Chairman, 1101 No. 16th, Murphysboro, IL 62966 

 

 Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Email: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Home Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

  

 City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 County: ________________________  Ward/Township: __________________________ 

 

 Congressional District: _________________ 

 

 Phone Number: ________________________  Fax Number: _______________________ 
 

 

Paid for by John McCain 2008 

http://www.johnmccain.com
mailto:maryjoarndt@att.net
mailto:loisfrels@yahoo.com
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Illinois Central Committeewomanõs Report on RNC Convention ñ Mary Jo Arndt 

A gentle knock on our hotel room door awak-

ened us the morning of September 3.  There 

stood our 10-year-old granddaughter, Gracie.  

My husband, Paul and I had already been in 

Minneapolis since August 26 and we planned 

to “sleep in”.  

After serving an unprecedented 20 years (five 

terms) as Illinois Republican National Com-

mitteewoman, I did not seek re-election to this 

position.  While my term actually expired at 

the end of the RNC Convention, I carried out 

all of my responsibilities until then.  That 

meant meetings of the RNC Executive Com-

mittee, the General Session of the RNC, the 

Convention Committee on Arrangements, the 

Convention Rules Committee and numerous 

receptions and dinners. 

“Wow, it’s a woman” resonated throughout 

the 112 member Convention Rules Commit-

tee meeting Friday, August 29.  A recess was 

declared, as we watched history in the mak-

ing, as John McCain, at a campaign rally in 

Dayton, Ohio, announced his newly named 

vice presidential candidate, Alaska Governor 

Sarah Palin.  She is the first Republican 

woman – and second woman from a major 

party – to appear on a national ticket.  Gerald-

ine Ferraro was the Democratic vice presiden-

tial nominee in 1984.  McCain’s choice guar-

antees that voters will make history Novem-

ber 4, electing either the first woman vice 

president or the first African American presi-

dent. 

In introducing his running mate, McCain em-

phasized her image as a reformer.  He said, “I 

found someone with an outstanding reputation 

for standing up to special interests and en-

trenched bureaucracies; someone who has 

fought against corruption and the failed poli-

cies of the past.  She stands up for what’s 

right and she doesn’t let anyone tell her to sit 

down.” 

Two years ago, Palin unseated then Alaska 

Governor Frank Murkowski in the GOP Pri-

mary and then beat former Democratic Gover-

nor Tony Knowles in the 2006 General Elec-

tion.  She certainly has not hesitated to take 

on the “good old boys” or to challenge the 

status quo. 

Her husband, Todd, is a lifelong commercial 

fisherman and a production operator in the oil 

fields on Alaska’s North Slope.  He’s a mem-

ber of the United Steelworkers Union, and a 

world champion snow machine racer.  He is 

of Yup’ik Eskimo ancestry.  In her speech, 

Palin honored the achievements of Geraldine 

Ferraro in 1984, and Senator Hillary Clin-

ton, “who showed such determination and 

grace in her presidential campaign.” 

How incredible that two of our daughters, 

Kristi and Georgie, and oldest granddaugh-

ter, Gracie, were at St. Paul’s Xcel Energy 

Center to hear Hawaii Governor Linda 

Lingle talk about her friend, Governor Sarah 

Palin; and then to hear Palin’s knock-out 

speech.  Her text read, “I was just your aver-

age hockey mom and signed up for the PTA 

because I wanted to make my kids’ public 

education better.  Then, she ad-libbed, “You 

know what the difference is between a pit 

bull and a hockey mom?  Lipstick.” 

John McCain re-branded the GOP by nam-

ing Washington outsider and a reformer to 

the ticket. 

Other highlights included attending the Re-

publican National Hispanic Assembly’s 

celebration at the Cuban Restaurant Babalu 

and seeing my friend and fellow McCain 

supporter Juan Hernandez, who heads the 

McCain National Hispanic Outreach, of 

which I was the first member.  We also at-

tended the Latino Leaders Network Lunch-

eon, where I was thrilled to be introduced to 

Janet Murgula, president and CEO of the 

National Council of LaRaza.  In my opin-

ion, it will be women and Hispanics who 

will determine the outcome of this election. 

At the opening session First Lady Laura 

Bush and Cindy McCain walked in together 

and addressed the convention focusing on 

the ongoing relief efforts aimed at assisting 

the people of the Gulf Coast states.  A 

poignant moment was hearing video mes-

sages from the governors of four states af-

fected by Hurricane Gustav. 

Elizabeth Hasselbeck of “The View” served 

as moderator at the Tribune to Cindy 

McCain Luncheon, Thursday, September 4, 

the closing day of the convention.  Our table 

was front and center.  Palin’s husband, 

Todd, made his first speaking appearance at 

the convention when he introduced Cindy 

McCain.  It has been a tradition at conven-

tions as far back as I can remember to hold 

an event honoring the spouse of the nomi-

nee.  Former Illinois First Lady Brenda Ed-

gar and I have shared this special event at 

many conventions.  Edgar also has a 10-

year-old granddaughter, so she and Gracie 

really connected. 

Cindy McCain has dedicated her life to im-

proving the lives of those less fortunate both 

in the United States 

and around the world.  

As an advocate for 

children’s healthcare 

needs, she founded 

and ran the American 

Voluntary Medical 

Team (AVMT) from 1988 to 1995.  She 

led 55 medical missions to third-world and 

war-torn countries during AVMT’s seven 

years of existence.  On one of those mis-

sions to Mother Teresa’s orphanage, she 

was convinced to take two babies in need 

of medical attention to the United States.  

One of them is now the McCain’s adopted 

daughter, 16-year-old Bridget McCain. 

In recent years, three organizations in par-

ticular have been the subject of her interna-

tional focus: HALO, Operation Smile and 

CARE.  In addition to her humanitarian 

work, Cindy McCain is the chairman of 

her family’s business, Hensley & Com-

pany.  She will be a great first lady. 

I’m sure Gracie will give you her own 

special impressions of her two days with 

JoJo and PaPa at the RNC Convention.  A 

few years ago I gave our two granddaugh-

ters, Gracie and Kaleigh, a T-shirt and a 

Margaret doll, both purchased from 

AAUW.  The doll’s t-shirt and the girl’s 

shirt read, “Someday a Woman will be 

President.” 

August 26 marked the 88th Anniversary of 

American women gaining the right to vote.  

Those attending the convention and those 

watching from home witnessed a historic 

moment for the Republican Party and for 

our country as Palin gave a powerful and 

eloquent speech.  She became the first 

woman to address a Republican conven-

tion as the party’s vice presidential nomi-

nee.  Her remarks concluded with a sur-

prise visit from John McCain, who asked 

the crowd, “Don’t you think we made the 

right choice for the next vice president of 

the United States?”  The response was a 

resounding, “Yes.” 

Three generations of Arndt women wit-

nessed this history-making event.  The 

evening ended with the Roll Call of the 

States, during which the Arizona delega-

tion put John McCain “over the top” as he 

became our party’s official candidate for 

the presidency of the United States. 
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Debate Schedule 
 
1st Presidential Debate      2nd Presidential Debate 
 Date: September 26      Date: October 7 
 Site: University of Mississippi     Site: Belmont University 
 Topic: Foreign Policy & National Security    Moderator: Tom Brokaw 
 Moderator: Jim Lehrer 
 
Vice Presidential Debate      3rd Presidential Debate 
 Date: October 2       Date: October 15 
 Site: Washington University (St. Louis)    Site: Hofstra University 
 Moderator: Gwen Ifill      Topic: Domestic and Economic Policy 
         Moderator: Bob Schieffer 

CHANGE  seems to be the by word for 

the 2008 election.  Everybody talks 

about change!  Who is really making 

changes?  The Republicans Are.  They 

acted!  Sarah Palin has been nominated 

as the Republican Candidate for Vice 

President of the United States.  In 1920 

when women were granted the right to 

vote; it was a historical milestone.  In 

2008 the Republicans led the way in 

creating another milestone when they 

nominated a woman to become Vice 

President.  Now it’s up to the women 

and the men to get out the vote for the 

McCain/Palin team. 

 Sarah Palin is a worthy candi-

date.  She has proved her ability.  She 

has earned the Vice Presidency.  Sarah 

Palin is a very unique, smart, tough, ar-

ticulate and creative individual.  At first 

glance she presents a picture of the aver-

age American middle class woman and 

mother.  She has proven that she can 

lead, that she has the stamina, is persis-

tent and doesn’t let being a woman stop 

her.  She’s witty and can adlib. 

 Senator McCain needs to be 

commended on his choice for Vice 

President and for choosing a woman.  

Now it’s up to all of us Republicans to 

get out the vote. 

 As one who has spent a good 

share of a lifetime in administrative posi-

tions where often times I was the lone 

woman at the administrative table it did-

n’t take me long to learn there was a 

double standard, one for men and one for 

women.  Then on the other hand it was 

observed that women did not always 

know how to support women.  Even at 

times when that decision led to support-

ing placement of women within a par-

ticular institution or issue, women have a 

tendency to expect perfection from an-

other woman but often ignore the same 

imperfections of a male.  Women appear 

to be over critical of another woman and 

have a tendency to find fault if actions 

do not always fit into their expectations.  

Don’t forget there’s more than one way 

to do something and gain the same re-

sults. 

 It is most interesting that 

Obama now has Hillary doing a share of 

his campaigning since Sarah Palin has 

come aboard.  This is a favorite strategy 

of the old boys’ network “Get the 

Women to disagree and let them elabo-

rate on differences.  Women need to be 

careful not to fall into this trap. 

 Ask yourself “Did Obama give 

any woman a chance on his ticket?”  No!  

Look at what he did to Hillary and now 

he wants her to campaign for him.  Sarah 

Palin is running for Vice Presidency not 

Presidency, Obama’s behavior toward 

Hillary and reaction to Sarah Palin’s 

nomination tells us of his opinion of 

women.  What will happen to women if 

he is elected?  All these years’ women 

have fought for equal rights.  Do we want 

to lose what we have gained? 

 If there ever was a need for Re-

publican women to support Republican 

women it is now.  This is a time to main-

tain support.  We must do everything in 

our power to make the McCain/Palin 

ticket win.  The USA has more riding on 

this election than any before.  Republi-

cans must win or our children and grand-

children will not live in a country with 

opportunities as we have had nor will they 

know our freedoms.  This election is 

about maintaining our constitution; rights 

for all but also making sure we do not 

lose what we have fought for, for so many 

years.  Periodically, we have historically 

seen American’s take a wrong turn.  Now 

Republican women have an opportunity 

to impact our future.  Remember Republi-

can Women Work, Republicans Win. 

 A mixture of male and female 

minds in an election should give a broader 

view of an issue.  Everyone talks about 

change but only one party – “The Repub-

licans” – have demonstrated change: The 

McCain/Palin Team. 

Editorial ñ Women Supporting Women ñ Dr. Lois Frels 
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Illinois Federation of Republican Women 

Introductory Membership Initiative ñ From NFRW 

The following was taken directly from the NFRW website at www.nfrw.org: 

 

òThrough the Introductory Membership Initiative (IMI), the NFRW is offering introductory memberships for first-time     

members during September, October, November and December 2008 at no cost.  IMI members will have access to the 

NFRW web sites resources and will be able to participate at the local and state levels for the remainder of 2008.  IMI 

members will be signed up by their local club as regular members starting in January 2009.  IMI members will be tracked 

and accounted for by the states and clubs.  For more information, contact NFRW Membership Director Frederika ver Hulst 

at membership@nfrw.org.ó 

Proposed Call for a State of Illinois Constitutional Convention 

Donôt forget voters on November 4, 2008, will be submitted a proposed call for a State of Illinois Constitutional Conven-
tion.  Voters will cast their votes as yes or no.  To learn more about this, some Illinois Republican Legislators recommend  
you read the blue pamphlet Proposed Call for a State of Illinois Constitutional Convention from Jesse White, Secretary of 
State at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.  


