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We are well into a new year.
Our theme for the year is “08
is Coming, Why Wait?”. The
Republicans have a year in
which to mend, recuperate
and get organized for the '08
election. That is exactly what
is IFRW’s goal.

At the request of our members
last September, we have
scheduled another round table
session. Veterans of the '07
election and elected officials
are being asked to lead the
round table discussions for the
IFRW membership. Hopefully,
by noon on April 30, we will
have comments to develop an
IFRW strategy for a WIN in
'08. This strategy should in-
clude all Republicans pulling
together. “Remember, thou
shall not speak ill of a Republi-
can.” The '06 election should
be viewed as a lesson. Learn
from our experiences, don’t
repeat the negatives. As |
travel around the state, | am
so pleased to hear about the
plans our women are making
for ’07. We ask that you notify
Stacie Baker, IFRW Secretary
and Webmaster, of your major
events so we can let our clubs
know through our website.

We need to share and learn
from each other. | am in awe
of the many wonderful and
different activities our clubs
are doing. Stacie Baker's e-
mail address is

futurebaker2004@yahoo.com;
fax number 815-772-8218; or
phone 815-772-8217.

The Officers, Regional Direc-
tors and Standing Committee
Chairs met to establish goals
for 2007. They are found in
this newsletter on page 8. Our

first Regional Conference is
on April 27 & 28 at the Holi-
day Inn Select in Naperville.
The hotel repeat is at the
request of members. For
some time, it has been be-
lieved that IFRW members
should be more knowledge-
able and involved in certain
legislation. NFRW is promot-
ing the passage of Jessica’s
Law in 2007. They have
identified three states to spe-
cifically promote the law.
lllinois is one of those states.
One of the keynote speakers
on April 27 will address Jes-
sica’s Law. The other
speaker will address legisla-
tion about taxes on services,
taxes on pensions and many
more proposed legislations.
Also, remember that the
Spring Conference is our
awards banquet. A phe-
nomenal number of cam-
paign hours were contributed
by IFRW members. Con-
gratulations to all who
worked so hard.

We have a lot planned to
look forward to (see page 8)
for this years goals and page
7 for tentative dates.

We have three major confer-
ence scheduled April 27 —
28, 2007 Holiday Inn Select,
Naperville — Spring Confer-
ence. Registration forms
enclosed. NFRW Region 4
Conference scheduled for
June 29 — 30, 2007 to be
held at the Hilton Springfield.
Senator John McCain, a Re-
publican Candidate for Presi-
dent 2008, has been invited
as the keynote speaker to
this conference. After two
workshops on Saturday the

Dr. Lois Frels
IFRW President

30™, there will be a tour of the
Abraham Lincoln Museum. In
October, there will be a fall
conference. This in all prob-
ability will be at Rend Lake.

Other events include a College
Republican Rally, to be
planned by Deb Olson, date to
be announced. IFRW Legisla-
tive Day in May '07 in Spring-
field and others. Do plan to
join us.

| hope to continue meeting with
your clubs. I'd like to meet
with as many as possible. If |
have not met with your club as
yet, do invite me, and if | have
met with your club, do invite
me again. Call me at 309-658-
2463 or e-mail me at
loisfrels@yahoo.com.

Looking forward to hearing
from you and to a great 2007.
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Vicky is a military wife who
moved to Anna, IL, with her
husband who retired after
serving in the Air Force as a
career officer. Prior to her
marriage, she was a Federal
Civil Service employee who
resigned her position shortly
after her marriage to dedi-
cate her time and efforts to
volunteerism leadership in
the various military communi-
ties, as well as in civilian
communities that they re-
sided during her husband’s
career. She has been recog-
nized for many contributions
and service, for instance, as
a Military Wife of the Year
during one of her husband’s

tour of duty. In Anna, she
returned to the workforce and
eventually retired as Coordi-
nator of Union County Early
Childhood Resource Center
which included the Pre-K For-
eign Language Program,
State of lllinois. In addition,
as Coordinator mad presenta-
tions at Southern lllinois Uni-
versity, Southeast University,
Missouri and teachers confer-
ences. Her interest in being a
Republican was spurred as a
child by her mother as she
accompanied her as they en-
couraged people to vote.
Vicky has voted Republican in
[llinois her entire married life
(43 years) and her home

state is Texas. Her desire is
to enjoy laughter with her
family and friends. Humor is
her life along with the most
important, which is being
active in her church and
community wherever she
may reside. She values a
smile and those who can
reach out to others and
makes them feel welcome
along with a sense of humor
even in the down times.
Those are reasons why she
respects and enjoys Republi-
can women who strive and
work hard for their respec-
tive states. She stresses
that any awards of recogni-
tion that have been be-

Vicenta (Vicky)
Miller
Americanism

stowed on her are an indica-
tion of the strength of people
who care about other, and
she accepts that recognition
on their behalf such as the
recent award she received by
the Union County Chamber of
Commerce as “Union County
Citizen of the Year”.

Connie grew up and has
lived in northern lllinois all
her life. She is married
and has two grown sons,
two young granddaugh-
ters. Her husband is the
CEO of a steel fabrication
company, which employs
both of her sons.

She worked as a secretary
before and after she mar-
ried. After her boys were
born, she became a home-

maker and volunteered at
school and church activi-
ties. She also began volun-
teering for Kendall County
Republican Women at
headquarters during elec-
tion campaigns in the late
1980’s and was then in-
vited to help with KCRW
Ways & Means Committee.
She has been involved in
KCRW ever since, serving
on various committees, the

executive board and then
President from 1999-2000.
She just finished a 2-year
term as treasurer.

Over the years, she has at-
tended many IFRW confer-
ences and became IFRW
Membership Chairman un-
der Shirley Fazio’s leader-
ship. Currently, she serves
as Campaign Activities
Chairman for President
Frels.

Connie Peshia
Campaign Activities

Lillian lives in Jonesboro,
which is in the south west-
ern most part of IL. She
retired in 1995 from
teaching school.

She has the honor of be-
ing President for IFWC
(llinois Federated
Women'’s Club) 25th Dis-
trict 2006—2008. She is
also on an advisory council
for Senior Circle at the lo-
cal hospital.

She serves as trustee for
the five lower counties in

southern Ill. On the Re-
gional School Board, which
is an elected position.

She belongs to Daughters
of American Revolution
(DAR) since 1984, has held
several offices including
Regent 200—2002. This
year is a challenge since
she is serving as conserva-
tion chairman.

From her church, Sunday
School Secretary and any
other job no one else
wants to do. Her church

sponsors Relay for Life, and

she has been the team captain

for the last three years.
In Sept. 2008, the Lincoln-
Douglas debate will be cele-

brating it's Sesquicentennial.

Lillian Milam
No Child Left Behind

Jonesboro was one of the origi-

nal sites for the debates,

which she presently serves on

the committee.
She belongs to two Red Hat
Societies, and enjoys it all.

She is a mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother, and
loves all her jobs.
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Dagmar received her Bache-
lor of Arts degree from Trinity
International University in
Deerfield, IL. She is cur-
rently a Legislative Assistant
in the District Office of State
Senator Randall M. Hultgren.

She has previously been a
Legislative Assistant for
State Representative Ran-
dall M. Hultgren and State
Representative Peter

Roskam. She has also
been a First Grade Teacher
in Woodridge, IL.

She is a member of Whea-
ton Women'’s Republican
Club, Naperville Area Re-
publican Women'’s Organi-
zation, Glen Ellyn Republi-
can Women'’s Club, and
GROW.

Dagmar is the recipient of
the 2006 Ronald Wilson

Reagan Citizen of the Year
presented by Naperville Area
Republican Women’s Organi-
zation, and the 1998 DuPage
County Woman of the Year.

Previously, she has served as
Assistant Precinct Committee-
woman for Milton Township,
and Treasurer for both Whea-
ton Women’s Republican Club
and DuPage Federation of
Republican Women.
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Dagmar Lofgren
Resolutions

Dagmar and her
husband, Carl, have
two daughters.

Doris Purcell has been mar-
ried for 43 years to James
R. Purcell. They have three
sons: James Darren, Daniel
Christian, and Derek Alan;
and three grandsons: Zach-
ary Shane, Dylan Christian,
and Dustin Alan.

Doris attended Kaskaskia
College in Centralia, lllinois.
She has been employed by

the State of lllinois Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs
since 1983.

Doris is a Marion County
Republican Central Com-
mittee Chairman and City of
Salem Tree Board Chair-
man. She is currently Co-
Sergeant-At-Arms for IFRW.
She is a U.S. Selective Ser-
vice Board Member, Salem

Township Trustee, and a
teacher and trustee for
Emmanuel Baptist
(Southern).

Doris Purcell
Co-Sergeant-At-Arms

Strengthening the Republican
Party, involving and empowering
more women in the political
process, and building a better,
brighter future for our children
are just a few goals of Mary Jo
Arndt, Republican National
Committeewoman for lllinois.

She currently serves as a mem-
ber of the RNC Executive Com-
mittee representing the Mid-
west Region and on the Na-
tional Advisory Council of the
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion. She is a member of the
National Board of Directors of
American Women for Interna-
tional Understanding. Arndtis a
Past President of the National
Federation of Republican
Women (1998—1999) and of

the lllinois Federation of Re-
publican Women (1977—
1981).

A pioneer in efforts to increase
opportunities for women and
minorities in politics, govern-
ment and education, Mary Jo
actively works to expand the
party’s base. In 1989, she
founded the lllinois Republican
Committeewoman’s Roundta-
ble, an IFRW club. Through the
Roundtable, she brought the
Lincoln Excellence in Public
Service Program to lllinois.

Mary Jo understands firsthand
the importance of grassroots
involvement. She has been an
elected precinct committeeman
for over 32 years. Her service
to the Republican Party and

Republican candidates includes
every phase of grassroots cam-
paigning at all levels. Mary Jo is
also a successful candidate.
Twice the voters of lllinois 6th
Congressional District elected her
their State Central Committee-
man. Today’s Chicago Woman
has twice named her a “Power
Personality”.

Taking a program nationwide isn’t
new to her. She brought the “Hi
Neighbor” Republican welcome
wagon-type program from her
home county to the National Com-
mittee and to the Federation. She
managed the first door-to-door
voter blitz in lllinois that was the
model for the national Republican
program. She also initiated the
Surrogate Speakers Program for

¥

O

Mary Jo Arndt
RNC Committeewoman
PAC Committee

George H.W. Bush in
1988, the forerunner of
the successful “Women
Who Win” program.

A graduate of Northern
Illinois University, Mary
Jo is a former teacher
and newspaper colum-
nist and today is the co-
owner and hospital ad-
ministrator of Lombard
Veterinary Hospital.
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‘08 is Coming, Why Wait?

IFRW 2007 Spring Conference
April 27 & 28, 2007
Naperville, Illinois

Members of the lllinois Federation of Republican Women are busy looking forward to the day lllinois returns to a Republican State.
The IFRW is dedicated to the return. It is necessary that we now start to plan for the ‘08 election. The sooner we establish a plan
and the more comprehensive and inclusive that plan, the better known the plan by our members, the greater the chance for win-
ning in 2008. The lllinois Federation of Republican Women is the largest Republican Women’s organization in the state.

On Friday afternoon, join a group to visit the Naperville Settlement for a travel back in time. This 13-acre village is dotted with
more than 30 structures, ranging from an early log house to the Victorian sophistication of the Martin Mitchell Mansion. Watch and
listen to costumed villagers as they interpret the life and daily work of residents from the earliest pioneers to those who lived during
the Victorian era. Check out the Century Memorial Chapel, where many special events are held annually.

Our keynote speakers at the Friday evening awards banquet are two lllinois Republican Legislators who are sponsoring legislation

that, as Republican Women, we need to be knowledgeable of.

On Saturday, April 28, a continental breakfast with a Parliamentary Workshop at 8:30 — 10:00 a.m. presented by Jan Kennady,
Parliamentarian for NFRW.

After a short break at 10 a.m. we will break into round tables lead by '07 Republican Candidates or current Republican Legislators
who will help identify some of the points necessary to create a strategy for the 08 election.

1:00 p.m.

1:10

5:30

6:30

9:00

Friday, April 27, 2007

Registration begins
Lobby, Holiday Inn Select

Visit Naperville Settlement
Meet at registration desk and Caravan
to the Settlement

Sustaining Member Reception

Banquet

The banquet program will include a
meal prepared by the Holiday Inn
Select’'s Award Winning Chef.

Hospitality Room

We’'ll end the evening with a hospitality
room, held in the President’s suite,
hosted by IFRW. This is an evening of
networking.

7:30—
10:00 a.m.

8:00
8:30
10—10:15

10:15

12—2:00 p.m.

2:00

Attention: From Susie Tebow 8 Ways & Means Chairperson
Each club please bring a basket of products produced in their county for the silent auction.

From President 8 Hospitality Room

Food and Drink contributions are welcome

Questions — Comments:

Contact President Lois Frels

Phone/Fax: 309-658-2463

Saturday, April 28, 2007

Registration
Lobby, Holiday Inn Select

Continental Breakfast

Parliamentary Workshop

Break

Round Tables

Conducted by Legislators and

2006 Candidates

Lunch and Business Meeting

Included with the Call to Meeting —
Bylaw Changes

Agenda for Business Meeting to follow

Adjourn

or e-mail: loisfrels@yahoo.com
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IFRW Spring Conference Registration Form
Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 28, 2007
Holiday Inn Select Hotel and Conference Center, Chicago - Naperville
1801 N. Naper Blvd., Naperville, IL 60563
630-445-6318

Registrant Information: Please Circle One
Print First Name I am a Sustaining Member
Prin Last Nare g
Address 5:30-6:30 pm.

City Zip VL. Reception andam.
Phone Fax Email 332%%?2:?2%15
Club Name Office Held Thanks, but I will not be

attending the V.I.P. Reception.

Please circle preferences and registration information

No, I will not attend YES, | will attend
Early Registration for full conference, received up to/including April 13, 2007 $ 90
Late Registration for full conference, received after April 13, 2007 $ 100
Meals Please advise if you have a dietary restriction

Saturday Breakfast: Continental Breakfast is included in the registration fee

Saturday Luncheon (please check if attending) []
Extra ticket for Friday Banquet ONLY $ 55
Guest Name:
Friday Evening ONLY $§ 55
Saturday Conference ONLY $ 50
Sustaining Membership ( $25, $50, $100, $500, $1000 or $1500) $
Total Conference Registration, check enclosed. $

Conference registration payment should be made to the IFRW
and mailed to: IFRW - 25329 £'Ave North - Hillsdale, IL 61257

Cancellation Policy: Cancellation after April 13th incurs a $50 fee.

Reminder: This registration does not include hotel accommodations.
Hotel registration must be made directly through the Holiday Inn Selectd Naperville, IL
Phone (630) 505-4900 Fax (630) 505-8239
Call immediately to reserve your room and identify yourself as a member of Illinois Federation of Republican Women.
They are holding a block of rooms until April 16th. These rooms are $99.00 plus tax for Friday and Saturday night.
This will be a popular conference. There are other hotels nearby, but these rooms cannot be guaranteed after April 16th.

Questions? Call IFRW headquarters at 309-658-2463 or email loisfrels@yahoo.com  Find more info on our web site IFRW.org
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Scholarship Information

1. Applications will be accepted from active IFRW members who will be continuing their

education in the fall.

2. Applicant must provide documentation she is a registered lllinois Republican voter and

show she has voted

n the

past two el ecti

3. Scholarship consists of a $1,000 cash award for the 2007 2008 year, which will be applied

toward tuit.i

registration.

on/ books;

and wil |l be mail ed di

4. Academic excellence, involvement in extracurricular and community activities, and in-
volvement in Republican Party politics will be the primary criteria in determining winner.

No U

A letter of recommendation by Unit President must accompany the application.
Scholarship Deadline. Must be postmarked by June 1, 2007.
For an application, please go to www.ifrw.org (calendar page) or contact Debbie

Leininger, IFRW Scholarship Chairwoman, 1980 Woodside Drive, Freeport, IL 61032.

This is the first in a series of informational articles written for
out IFRW membership to help clarify IFRW’s relationship to
other Republican organizations.

Almost daily | receive communication from a variety of Re-
publican individuals or organizations asking me to complete
a questionnaire, to contribute, to join or become a sustaining
members. Some of these Republican organizations are un-
known to me and, | assume, are unknown to some of our
members. For those that have been members for some time
they are well acquainted with the organizations, but for some
of those who are new members or are from new clubs, all
the different Republican organizations can be confusing.
Since space does not allow to cover all organizations in one
newsletter, this will be covered in a series of articles in our
newsletter.

There is a direct relationship of the lllinois Federation of Re-
publican Women (IFRW) to the National Federation of Repub-
lican Women (NFRW). The bylaws of the IFRW emulate
those of the NFRW and are sent to the NFRW, for review,
once approved by the state organization.

The NFRW is an autonomous organization, autonomous from
the Republican National Committee or any other National
Republican Organization but all national organizations are
supportive of each other.

The lllinois Federation of Republican Women is an autono-
mous Republican organization and is not under the umbrella
of the lllinois State Central Committee but the two organiza-
tions are supportive of each other. However, the President,
or her designee, of the IFRW is an affiliate member of the
Illinois Republican Central Committee. She attends their
state meetings, gives a report of the IFRW activities, she has

no vote on the Central Committee and does not attend any
of their executive sessions. Likewise, all local Republican
women organizations are autonomous organizations and are
not under the umbrella of the County Republican Central
Committees. Most important is that the two local organiza-
tions do work together. It is advisable that the President, or
her designee, is invited to all County central Committee
meetings and the two organizations are supportive of each
other.

Perhaps an organizational chart will help demonstrate the
relationship.

Relationship NFRW to RNC
Relationship IFRW to State Central Committee
Relationship NFRW to IFRW

NFRW- - - oo RNC
I I
IFRW- - - - e e State Central Committee
I I
Local IFRW Clubs---------- County State Central Committee
A straight line depicts a direct relationshipanda ---- - de-

picts an indirect relationship.

The next issue will speak to the relationship of National or-
ganizations and the IFRW.

ons

r e
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March 2007 TBA
PAC Committee Meeting

March / April 2007 TBA
IFRW / College Republican Meeting

April 27—28, 2007
IFRW Spring Conference

May 2007 TBA

Legislative Day

June 29—-30, 2007
NFRW Meeting (8 states)

SUPER SUSTAINER
Chicago Republican Women’s Network
Dr. Lois Frels
Elizabeth “Liz” Martinez
Marie Pappageorge
Republican Women of Rock Island County
Kathy Thomas
Upper Northwest lllinois Republican Women

July 12—14, 2007
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Caravan around State of lllinois

Beverly Davis, NFRW President
Mary Jo Arndt, lllinois National

Committeewoman
Lois Frels, IFRW President

Naperville Holiday Inn Select
August / September 2007

TBA

Executive Committee Meeting

October 2007

TBA

IFRW Fall Conference

Springfield Hilton

SPECIAL SUSTAINER
Patsy Andrus
Mary Bricker
Jeanne Campanella
Venita McConnel
Peoria County Republican Women
Mary Pierceall
Joann Thar

CLUB DONATION
Aurora Republican Women
Carroll County Republican Women
Crawford County Republican Women
Jackson County Republican Women
Jefferson County Republican Women
Naperville Area Republican Women’s

Organization

Wheaton Women’s Republican Club

If we have missed your name, we apologize. Many checks come in after the newsletter has gone to press.

On February 12, the officers of [FRW
met to fill the 3" Vice President posi-
tion, which was vacated in January.

We had three individuals who were
interested. Two of the three candi-
dates were current officers who
wished to change. Therefore the re-
maining officers reviewed the appli-
cants and chose to move Susie Te-
bow, who has, for some time, held the
position of 4™ Vice President, to the
position of 3™ Vice President. Susie
will, at her request, continue to serve
as Co-Chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee.

Kathy Thomas, IFRW current Re-
cording Secretary, will become the 4™
Vice President. Kathy will continue

to Chair our Sustaining Member
Committee. Thus, IFRW is now in
need of a new Recording Secretary.
Kathy has agreed to serve as the Re-
cording Secretary at our April 27 T 28
Conference.

This is a call to our membership ask-
ing each Club President to notify their
members of the vacancy and ask any
member interested in the Recording
Secretary position to send a resume,
name, address, e-mail, and phone
number, with their interest in becom-
ing Recording Secretary to Lois Frels,
IFRW President, by March 20, 2007.

Mail to: Lois Frels
25329 1* Avenue North
Hillsdale, IL 61257

E-Mail: loisfrels@yahoo.com

Phone/Fax: 309-658-2463
Plans are for the Officers to meet and
appoint a Recording Secretary at the
April 271 28 Spring Conference in
Naperville.

We want to thank those that were in-
terested in the position of 3™ Vice
President and hope that many of our
members are interested in the current
vacated roll of Recording Secretary.

We want to thank Kathy Thomas for
the excellent job she did as Recording
Secretary. We still have Susie and
Kathy with us in the roll of Ways &
Means and Sustaining Member
Chairs.
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lllinois Federation of Republican Women

Lois Frels, Ph.D.
25329 1st Avenue North
Hillsdale, IL 61257

WEGRE ON THE WEB
WWW.IFRWORG

1. Give State Leadership to the formation of an lllinois PAC
Organization
A. Membership composed of representatives of lllinois
Republican Women Organizations

2. Conduct a Spring and Fall IFRW Conference

3. College Republicans
A. Make a list of colleges and universities that have
College Republican Organizations and list their ad-
dresses, officers and meeting dates; IFRW members
attend as many College Republican meetings as possi-
ble
B. Conduct at least one College Republican Rally
(IFRW / College Republican Meeting)

4. In July, a 3-day state wide caravan visiting various lllinois
Republican Women’s Clubs, members in the caravan
are Beverly Davis, NFRW President; Mary Jo Arndt, llli-
nois Committeewoman; Lois Frels, IFRW President

5. Host a NFRW Region 4 Meeting (8 States); Visit Lincoln
Museum (June 2007)
6. Hold a Legislative Day (May 2007)

7. Award a $1,000 Scholarship to a member who wishes to
return to college

8. Increase membership and number of clubs by 3%

9. Continue the development of the website
A. Add a legislative page
B. Names of contact individuals for each club, phone
numbers and/or e-mail addresses

10. Have at least two IFRW newsletters

11. Develop and begin to implement a strategy for winning
in 2008



